"Never Ashamed in Christ” – 1 Peter 4:12-19
For the Christian, suffering should be expected in this fallen world. That’s not a real
uplifting thought, I know. But I have been charged with preaching the truth found in this
Bible and it is what the Bible tells us to expect.“In the world you will have tribulation”
says Jesus. (John 16:33) Everyone will encounter a certain amount of suffering. It’s true
for believers and it’s true for unbelievers, too. Folks get sick. Folks die. Folks suffer
financial hardship. There are relationship problems, addictions, emotional travail. There
is crime, the constant threat of war, hunger. The list goes on and on.
But Christians can expect a different, often more intense kind of suffering: persecution
for your faith in Jesus Christ. That persecution can certainly come from unbelievers who
think it strange that you don’t run in the same flood of dissipation. They will speak evil
of you. You will find that your beliefs might be on the “wrong side” of culture. It’s true
today if you happen to cling to things like the sanctity of life, the sanctity of marriage as
defined in the Bible, the rigid standard of right and wrong as determined by the Creator.
There are folks who are going to speak evil of you.
And it’s really hard when some of the persecution might come from your friends, or
your own family. Jesus said:
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring
peace but a sword. For I have come to 'SET A MAN AGAINST HIS
FATHER, A DAUGHTER AGAINST HER MOTHER, AND A
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW AGAINST HER MOTHER-IN-LAW'; and 'A
MAN'S ENEMIES WILL BE THOSE OF HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD.'
(Matthew 10:34-36)

That, my friends, is a hard, hard saying!
You might even be persecuted by nominal Christians for refusing to back their particular
cause. A few years ago, while I was waiting to visit a guy in the Flathead County Jail,
another pastor really took me to task for having the audacity to read something other
than the Old King James Bible. He was really quite vitriolic. He felt that I was leading
you folks astray and that I would surely be judged for my apostasy. I have to admit, I
didn’t help things much when I asked him if that was the version the Apostle Paul used.
But that sort of opposition is nothing compared to what many of our Christian brothers are
going through right now. It is nothing compared to what we might have to go through in the
future. Are you ready to have all your assets seized? Are you ready to be arrested, jailed? Are
you ready to forfeit your life for your testimony? When you are faced with that sort of
persecution, what will you do? Will you be ashamed to stand for Jesus Christ? Or will you
stand boldly, yielding humbly to God the Holy Spirit and say “I will never be ashamed to be
found in Christ”?
Now, have you ever been going through a hard time and had someone tell you to buck
up – It’s not the end of the world? Back in February, Kris and I worshipped at Mayer
Community Church in Arizona. Dan Wuthrich preached on this passage, and the title of
his sermon was “Suffering Is the End of the World”. It’s a really good point. The title
came from Chapter 4, verse 7:
But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in
your prayers. (1 Peter 4:7)
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We need to remember that as the return of Christ draws near, things are going to get
worse. Tribulation is going to come. Persecution is going to come. We need to make
sure we respond in a way that exalts and glorifies Jesus. We need to make sure we are
never ashamed to be found in Christ.
Let’s go to our text now:
Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try
you, as though some strange thing happened to you; (1 Peter 4:12)

I need to remind you of the historical context of this letter. It was written around 64 AD.
That was the year that the city of Rome burned. Many historians believe that Nero
ordered the fire set to clear land for a massive new palace. Such a callous move
wouldn’t be particularly popular, so like any good politician, he went looking for a scape
goat. And the Christians were handy. Folks were already suspicious of this so-called
Jewish sect, so it was relatively easy to blame them. So when this letter was written, 200
years of state-sanctioned persecution was about to begin.
The original recipients of this letter were already feeling the heat, but things were about
to get much worse. Christians were imprisoned, tortured, boiled, scourged, stoned and
crucified. They were served up to wild animals in the Circus. The Roman historian
Tacitus wrote that Nero rolled Christians in pitch or oil and then set them on fire, still
alive, and used them as torches to light his garden parties. When Peter used the term
“fiery trial”, it could often be taken literally.
But this letter is not just for those Christians living in the First Century. It is for us.
Do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as
though some strange thing has happened to you.
Persecution, in some form or another, is inevitable for the Christian. The Apostle John
wrote:
Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you. (1 John 3:13)

And Jesus said:
Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his
master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. (John 15:20)

Paul told us the same thing:
Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution. (2 Timothy 3:12)

It is not strange if you are persecuted for being a Christian. In this country, we’ve had a
pretty easy time of it but looking around at our culture, I have to believe that our cruise
down easy street is coming to an end. Don’t be surprised. Expect it. In fact, do more
than expect it; embrace it! Look at verse 13:
but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ's sufferings, that when
His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. (1 Peter 4:13)

If you suffer for the cause of Christ, you can rejoice in it. Now, you don’t have to be
happy if you are tortured for your testimony. Jesus didn’t enjoy His suffering. It was …
… for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
(Hebrews 12:2)
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But you can rejoice in your suffering because it will be an occasion for testimony.
If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. On their part He is
blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. (1 Peter 4:14)

By enduring persecution, you can exalt the cause of Christ. You can glorify Jesus and if
you do, your reward will be great in heaven.
Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for
so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:10-12)

Jesus clearly told us what to expect.
These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the
world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world." (John 16:33)

So, point number one is, we should expect persecution; it’s not strange for a Christian.
Point number two is, we should actually embrace persecution because by enduring
persecution, we identify with our Savior and the cause of Christ is exalted.
Here is point #3: Evaluate your persecution. If you ae suffering, be sure you are
suffering for the right thing. If you are going to go through persecution, make sure it is
for the cause of Christ. You don’t get any points if you are suffering for being an idiot.
But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a
busybody in other people's matters. (1 Peter 4:15)

There are four things here, and I think the first three seem pretty obvious. If you claim to
be a Christian and then go out and murder somebody, you deserve your life sentence.
Prison is not a happy place, but suffering for that crime does not glorify Christ.
Now, I know that very few of you have actually murdered anybody. But don’t skip overt
this too quickly. Remember what Jesus said?
"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'YOU SHALL NOT
MURDER, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.' But
I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall
be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!'
shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, 'You fool!' shall be in
danger of hell fire. (Matthew 5:21-22)

Treating someone with hatred and malice is equivalent to murder in Jesus eyes. You
don’t want to suffer for that. You also don’t get any heavenly credit if you suffer as a
thief. Nor should you rejoice because you suffer for doing evil.
But now, I want to take a moment to focus on the fourth of these prohibitions and it’s
possible that I might make some of you a little uncomfortable. In fact, I might actually
tick you off. But I implore you to consider what the word of God is saying.
The phrase “A busybody in other people’s matters” is a translation of a single Greek
word. Allotriepiskopos (ἀλλοτριεπίσκοπος) Now, an episkopos is the word for an
overseer. But allotreos means belonging to another, something foreign, strange,
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something not of one’s own family or domain. Taken together as a compound word, it
refers to someone who meddles in affairs they have no business being involved with.
Wow, how does that belong in the same list as murder and theft?
Well, remember that we are talking about being persecuted, and we want to be sure we
are being persecuted for living godly lives. Too many Christians meddle in affairs they
have no business being a part of. Too many Christians have made unholy alliances with
individuals and organizations that have no desire to advance the cause of Christ. Many
of those reside in the political realm and frankly, there are a lot of politicians who regard
Christians as nothing more than useful idiots. They tickle our ears on one or two pet
issues because the covet our votes and money.
As Christians, we certainly should vote our consciences. We should speak up for God’s
truth. We should stand boldly for Biblical standards. But we should not meddle in the
devil’s domain.
What is our charge? What job did Jesus give us in this world? He made it pretty plain:
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age." Amen. (Matthew 28:19-20)

Our job is to make disciples, to be used by the Holy Spirit to win people to Christ. nd
then, we are to teach them to observe all things Jesus commanded us. Let’s not get the
order backwards – it won’t work. Non-Christians cannot act like Christians; they are
slaves to sin. If you are going to suffer for the cause of Christ, make sure you are doing
what Jesus wants you to do.
Paul wrote this to the Thessalonians:
But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and more; that you
also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work
with your own hands, as we commanded you, that you may walk
properly toward those who are outside and that you may lack nothing.
(1 Thessalonians 4:10b-12)

I think John MacArthur put it pretty well when he said:
“You are a Christian and you are living in a non-Christian culture.
Do your work, live a quiet life, exalt Jesus Christ, preach the gospel,
but don’t try to overturn culture. Don’t become a revolutionary.
Don’t meddle. Or, if you do and you are being persecuted by the
government as a troublesome meddling agitator, that is disgraceful.
That is not honorable for a Christian.”
So as we live out our lives as Christians in a culture that is hostile to Christianity, we
should expect persecution – it’s not strange. We should embrace persecution – because
we will be rewarded. We must evaluate the persecution, making sure we are being
persecuted for the cause of Christ – not because we’re being idiots. And finally, we must
never, ever be ashamed of Jesus.
Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in this matter. (1 Peter 4:16)
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If you are called on to suffer for Jesus, it is not shameful. Use it as an opportunity to
glorify God. How can you do that? Let’s let Jesus tell us:
But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good
to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He
makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just
and on the unjust. (Matthew 5:44-45)

The world’s standard would have you return hate for hate. Jesus’ standard, is to return
blessing for cursing, to love those who are your enemies, to pray for those who
persecute you. Perhaps some may see Jesus Christ in you and come to saving faith.
But whatever the case, you will be vindicated. Jesus will be exalted. God will be
glorified.
Still, you know, it is never pleasant when you have to endure suffering. Sometimes, it
might even shake your faith. You are tempted to ask: Why would God make me go
through this? Does God really love me?
One of the reasons God allows suffering is that it purifies His Church. In our culture,
especially, there are many folks who identify as Christians, who really haven’t submitted
to the Lordship of Christ. There are tares among the wheat. The tares must be purged.
For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it
begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the
gospel of God? (1 Peter 4:17)

Trials and tribulations will either drive you away from Christ, or they will drive you
closer to Christ. God is shaking the fence. Some, unfortunately, will fall off on the
wrong side.
But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself,
but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately he stumbles. (Matthew 13:20-21)

Don’t let that be you! Judgment begins at the house of God. Persecution and tribulation
will test your faith. God already knows if your faith is authentic. The test is for you!
Cling to the cross, my friends! It is your only chance. Jesus went to the cross to pay for
your sins, to purchase your salvation. If you trust in Him alone, then He has guaranteed
your inheritance. Confess Him as Lord. Believe God raised Him from the dead and
salvation is yours. Don’t trust your circumstances.Don’t trust your emotions. Trust
Jesus!
Peter supports his argument by loosely quoting Proverbs 11:31.
Now "IF THE RIGHTEOUS ONE IS SCARCELY SAVED, WHERE WILL
THE UNGODLY AND THE SINNER APPEAR?" (1 Peter 4:18)

You know the answer, don’t you? The only alternative to Jesus is an eternity in hell.
Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit their
souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. (1 Peter 4:19)

Commit yourselves to the cause of Christ, no matter what may come. Submit to His
Lordship – do things His way. He is faithful. He has your back. No matter what happens,
never be ashamed to be found in Christ.
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